My Three Years in America

to the German-Americans, and with my ofHcial recommendation
to the Germans in the United States to abstain from all forms
of illegal action* The after-effects of this period, however,
may be traced in the subsequent lengthy trials of the various
offenders. I cannot be sure that since the beginning of 1916,
not one single incident which could be comprised u&der the
term " conspiracy " came to light; but these trials and Entente
propaganda kept the recollection of such affairs alive, and the
American war propaganda service had no difficulty subsequently
in retelling the old tales which, but for the entry of the United
States into the war, would have passed into oblivion.
The paragraphs of the message dealing with this subject
ran as follows:
" We are at peace with all the nations of the world, and there
is reason to hope that no question in controversy between this
and other Governments will lead to any serious breach of amic-
able relations, grave as some differences of attitude and policy
have been and may yet turn out to be,    I am sorry to say that
the gravest threats against our national peace and safety have
been uttered within our own borders.   There are citizens of the
United States, I blush to admit, born under other flags, but wel-
comed under our generous naturalization laws to the full freedom
and opportunity of America, who have poured the  poison of
disloyalty into the very arteries of our national life ;   who have
sought to bring the authority and good name of our Government
into contempt, to destroy our industries wherever they thought
it effective for their vindictive purposes to strike at them, and
to debase our politics to the uses of foreign intrigue.   Their
number is not great as compared with the whole number of those
sturdy hosts by which our nation has been enriched in recent
generations out of virile foreign stocks ;  but it is great enough
to have brought deep disgrace upon us and to have made it
necessary that we should promptly make use of processes of
law by which we may be purged of their corrupt distempers-
" But the ugly and incredible thing has actually come about
and we are without adequate federal laws to deal with it,   I
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